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Intentional design(s)

▪ Giving non-human elements 
agency

▪ Inherently political

» By decision

» By necessity

▪ Unconsious biases

» Assemble society into
distinct segregated
communities
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Non-human elements and Politics



A. Science, Technology and Society – « study
of science and technology in a social 
setting; scientific knowledge and 
technologies do not evolve in a vacuum, 
they participate in the social world, by 
being shaped by it, and simultaneously
shaping it » (Law, 2004, p. 12)

B. Society is acheived through people 
engaging in, and producing various
associations with other human beings and 
non-human elements (Lagesen, 2012)

C. Feminist reading of STS: relationship
between gender and technology

Science and Technology (STS) assembling society
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Gender in action

• A social construct in a constant state of 
becoming with society that consists of 
human and non-human elements 

• Gender is contextual, time dependent

• Gender interfaces with other social 
variables or gender identities
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A. Technology and gender are social 
enterprises that mutually impact each 
other

B. Emerge from everyday experiences

C. Have the ability to reassemble gender, 
gender can also reassemble 
technology

D. Look at the social practices of 
associations between humans and 
non-human elements, see the 
performance of relations and the 
objects that constitute those relations

Technology relations (brown goods/white goods)
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Technology as culture

➢ Non-human elements/technology may have
that unconsious bias – political properties that
speak to the distribution of power, authority
and privilege not forgetting social relations

➢ Non-human elements are a way of building
order in our world, structure our commuities, 
organise society

➢ Technology is established through user
perspectives and real world practices
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• See human (gendered human beings) and non-human elements as 
malleable

Reassembling society (gender) with focus on the relationship with
technologies, then observe how the performance of gender 
changes
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A. Negotiating spaces – how inclusive?

B. Innovations/solutions such as these
can turn the situation around

C. Impact on gender, where pregnant 
women are afforded agency through
an online platform

D. Women from minority communities
assimilate into society and find jobs

E. Solutions that combat online violence
or ensure offline safety

F. An intersectional lens on gender 
reassembly changes society, changes
technology, mutual shaping, affording
agency to underrepresented, 
underserved communities
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